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think of the Highest abode (vaikuntha} though it is Her
husband's home. Srirangam has become Her cherished
home because She loves to be there for the sake of
Her children.66

Sri as the Source of All Prosperity

Parasara points out Sri throughout this hymn, as
responsible for all-round prosperity in creation. Beginning
from the head of a tiny village up to the omnipotent
Lord (Visnu), all owe their power to this Goddess of
the universe. A slight degree of difference in Her glances
makes all the difference between th.e high and the low
in creation. Thus whatever is best in creation in terms
of loftiness (as in mount Mem ), auspiciousness (as
in flower), heaviness (as in the case of Mandara
mountain), etc., is but a manifestation of an infinitesimal
part of Her unbounded splendour.

To explain: if one is at the top of one's glory it
is due to the glances of Sri being directed towards that
one. If one, however, is a beggar in the street, it means
that the glances of Sri are turned away from that person.67
hi whatever direction Her glances move, in that direction
will rush benefits such as bliss, wisdom, eloquence,
courage, prosperity and success.68 The inequality in
creation as between the animate and inanimate, the rich
and the poor, the dumb tree and the eloquent Brhaspati,
the strong and the weak, the good and bad etc., is to
be traced to the favour of Sri69 or its absence. In a
later verse Parasara emphasises the same point thus: that
person on whom the glances of LaksmI fall profusely,
is designated the Highest Brahman [Para Brahman]. Those
on whom only two or three glances fall are known as
Indra and other minor gods. Therefore, if in the Vedic
texts one reads about the glory of other gods, it is to